
Dumfries House Christmas 2015 
Each November our Event’s team start to prepare the House for Christmas. So it seems 
appropriate to look back on Christmas past and see how the Earl of Dumfries might have 
celebrated the festive season in 1754.  

A Georgian Christmas was very much all about parties, balls and family get-togethers, 
much as we still do today. Christmas Day was a national holiday, spent by the Earl in his 
country house and estate. People went to church and returned to a celebratory Christmas 
dinner. 

Food played a very important part in the Earl’s Christmas. Guests and parties meant that a 
tremendous amount of food had to be prepared, and dishes that could be prepared ahead 
of time and served cold were popular, in keeping with tradition our Festive Feasts and 
Candlelit tours help to maintain that history and the feeling of Dumfries House at 
Christmas. 

Traditional decorations would include holly and evergreens, while, by the late 18th century, 
kissing boughs and balls were popular, usually made from holly, ivy, mistletoe and 
rosemary. These were often also decorated with spices, apples, oranges, candles or 
ribbons.  

A great blazing fire was the centre piece of a family Christmas. The Yule log was chosen 
on Christmas Eve. It was wrapped in hazel twigs and dragged home, to burn in the 
fireplace as long as possible through the Christmas season. The tradition was to keep 
back a piece of the Yule log to light the following year’s Yule log.   
Nowadays with fireplaces long gone from houses apart from a few the Yule log has been 
replaced by an edible chocolate cake. 

A popular drink at assemblies was the Wassail bowl.  This was similar to punch or mulled 
wine, prepared from spiced and sweetened wine or brandy, and served in a large bowl 
garnished with apples, mums and dads can sample our mulled wine at Santa’s grotto each 
weekend leading up to Christmas, while our younger visitors can meet Santa in the 
Stables Grotto. 


